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crime bill represents, and to do something
about this terrible scourge of violence that
is especially gripping our children and rob-
bing them of their future. We intend to con-
tinue the fight, and we want you to keep
working with us.

Today we remember the thousands of offi-
cers who gave their lives to make our Nation
safer, whose names are inscribed in a stone
memorial just a mile away from here. We
remember the innocent victims whose lives
were lost and whose families were shattered
by the scourge of violent crime. We remem-
ber three, James Darby, Polly Klaas, and Jody
Sposato, whose deaths literally galvanized
this Nation and shamed our political system
into action. It is in their memories that I
dedicate this bill. I hope this law will always
be remembered in their names. And I hope,
too, that we will remember what the Vice
President said, ‘‘The ultimate victory of this
law will be in the salvation of the children
whose names we will never know.’’

Early in 1992, I was walking through one
of the countless kitchens of a hotel lobby in
New York on my way to a dinner when a
waiter working there came up to me and
grabbed me, and he said, ‘‘Mr. President’’—
he didn’t call me Governor then—he said,
‘‘My 10-year-old boy is studying this election
in school, and he says I should vote for you.’’
But he said, ‘‘I want to tell you something
first, I came here as an immigrant, and the
place where I lived was very poor, and we
were very poor. But at least we were free.
Now we live here, and we have more money,
but we are not free. We are not free because
my boy can’t walk across the street and play
in the park unless I am with him. We are
not free because my boy cannot walk to
school unless I am with him. Make my boy
free.’’

On the day after the crime bill was signed,
I received a letter carefully typed from a very
young man who is the son of a member of
our administration. It was so eloquent. He
said, ‘‘I live in a good neighborhood. I go
to a nice school. You wouldn’t think people
like me would care about this crime bill, but
I have been keeping up with it every day
because every time I go out with my friends
at night to a movie or to a game, I think

someone might shoot me before I get home.
Now I feel so much better.’’

My fellow Americans, this is about free-
dom. Without responsibility, without order,
without lawfulness, there is no freedom.
Today the will of the American people has
triumphed over a generation of division and
paralysis. We’ve won a chance to work to-
gether.

So in that spirit, let us rededicate ourselves
today to making this law become the life of
our country, to restoring the sense of right
and wrong that built our country, and to
make it safe, not in words but in fact, in the
lifeblood of every child and every citizen of
this country who believes in the promise of
America. Let us make it real.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayors Rudolph Giuliani of New
York City; Wellington E. Webb of Denver, CO;
Norman Rice of Seattle, WA; Richard M. Daley
of Chicago, IL; Sharpe James of Newark, NJ; Ed-
ward Rendell of Philadelphia, PA; Susan Golding
of San Diego, CA; Kurt Schmoke of Baltimore,
MD; Paul Helmke of Fort Wayne, IN; and Jerry
Abramson of Louisville, KY. H.R. 3355, approved
September 13, was assigned Public Law No. 103–
322.

Memorandum on the Ounce of
Prevention Council
September 13, 1994

Memorandum for the Vice President, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Attorney
General, the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Labor, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development, the Secretary of Education, the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, the Director of National Drug
Control Policy, the Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy

Subject: The Ounce of Prevention Council
The Federal Government must administer

its programs and deliver services to the
American people in the most efficient, effec-
tive, and economical ways possible. To that
end, this Administration is committed to
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streamlining, coordinating, and integrating
the related responsibilities, programs, and
functions of our various executive branch de-
partments and agencies and to designing so-
lutions to traditionally local problems in a
manner that provides greater flexibility to
those who implement these solutions—our
State and local governments.

It gives me great pleasure to sign into law
today the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994 (‘‘Act’’), which at-
tacks this country’s crime and violence prob-
lems through a comprehensive, responsible,
and bottom-up approach. This Act estab-
lishes, among other things, new programs de-
signed to address some of the root causes
of criminal and violent behavior. All of these
prevention programs are being fully funded
through the reduction of the Federal bu-
reaucracy—which was accomplished under
the Vice President’s National Performance
Review. (Specifically, these reductions were
effectuated by Executive Order No. 12839
of February 10, 1993, my memorandum of
September 11, 1993, and the Federal Work-
force Restructuring Act, approved March 30,
1994, which together directed executive
branch departments and agencies to reduce
the Federal workforce by 272,900 positions.)

The Act also empowers States and local-
ities by providing these governmental entities
with maximum flexibility in administering the
Act’s prevention programs. But, unlike simi-
lar programs established in the past and in
the true meaning of ‘‘reinventing govern-
ment,’’ this law sets strict guidelines that en-
sure that these programs are administered
in a manner that is consistent with the Act
and fulfills the goals of the programs. Finally,
the Act creates the Ounce of Prevention
Council (the ‘‘Prevention Council’’ or ‘‘Coun-
cil’’) to, among other things, oversee and co-
ordinate the various crime prevention pro-
grams governed by the Act.

In order to continue our efforts to stream-
line, coordinate, and integrate the work and
activities of the Federal Government, I here-
by order the following:

(i) The Vice President, who leads the Na-
tional Performance Review and chairs the
President’s Community Enterprise Board
(the ‘‘Board’’); the Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy, who is responsible for

overseeing the implementation of the Crime
Bill; and the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall be members of
the Prevention Council;

(ii) The Vice President shall serve as the
Chair of the Council and shall appoint a staff
to support the work of the Council, and the
Assistant to the President for Domestic Pol-
icy shall serve as the Council’s Vice Chair;

(iii) The Vice President, to the extent ap-
propriate and permitted by law, shall coordi-
nate and integrate the work of the Prevention
Council with the work of the President’s
Community Enterprise Board, which is re-
sponsible for coordinating across agencies
various Federal programs available to dis-
tressed communities;

(iv) The Prevention Council shall report
to the Board on its activities, which shall in-
clude assisting communities in developing
bottom-up crime prevention strategies that
are sufficiently tailored and flexible to meet
the security needs of the communities and
evaluating the effectiveness of the programs
governed by the Act;

(v) To the extent permitted by law, Pre-
vention Council members shall cooperate
with the Vice President in coordinating all
of the Administration’s crime prevention pro-
grams and in integrating the work of the
Council and the Board; and

(vi) Each executive branch department
and agency represented on the Council shall
dedicate the personnel and administrative
support necessary for the Council to fulfill
its missions and responsibilities.

With this structure, I am confident that
we will be able to provide communities in
distress with a single Federal forum dedi-
cated to helping them address their eco-
nomic and security needs.

William J. Clinton

Statement on Senate Action on
Banking Legislation
September 13, 1994

Today this country took an historic step,
one that has been delayed for much too long,
to help American banks better meet the
needs of our people, our communities, and
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